A variant of human cytomegalovirus derived from a persistently infected culture.
Infection of cells derived from an osteogenic sarcoma (HOS) with human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) resulted in persistent infection. It appears that persistent infection is due to a balance between release of virus and the growth of uninfected cells. Viruses derived from the persistently infected cultures were not temperature sensitive nor were they defective interfering particles. However, hybridization experiments using the Q-labeled probe from the XbaI Q fragment indicated that one copy of the repeat sequences contained in fragments Q and O of CMV, Towne DNA have been completely deleted from the virus DNA derived from the persistent culture. Thus the mechanism of persistent infection is probably due in part to a variant of CMV present in the cultures.